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ASCS 2025 Internal Audit Checklist								
	Module 1 alignment with EUDR
	
	Date: 

	A 1 Scheme and Legislative Requirements
	
	

	
	Requirement
	Yes/No/NA
	Comments

	A 1.1
	The Participant must have access to current copies of all relevant ASCS documents and implement all applicable requirements included in their scope of certification (including any changes or updates) by the effective date(s).
	
	

	A 1.2
	The Participant must meet contractual and relevant legal obligations and requirements in the supply chain in which they operate, in relation to the commodities included in their scope of certification against the ASCS.
	
	

	A 1.3
	All raw materials/feed products placed on the market by the Participant as certified against this Scheme module must comply with relevant legislation in the country where it is placed on the market and any related purchaser policies/ requirements/ terms and conditions and/or contractual agreements.
	
	

	A 1.4
	Participants in the Feed Sector must hold current certification against the relevant AIC Feed Safety Standard(s) or another feed safety scheme recognised by AIC.
	
	

	A 1.5
	Participants must demonstrate that they have systems and procedures in place that ensure they remain up to date with legislation relevant to the raw materials/feed products they supply.
	
	

	A 1.6
	There must be a documented review of all legislation relevant to this Scheme module at least every 12 months.
	
	

	A 2 Management Commitment
	
	

	A 2.1
	There must be a Policy Statement, endorsed by Senior Management, committing the Participant to compliance with the ASCS, and the provision of all resources necessary to do so.
	
	

	A 2.2
	The Policy Statement must be reviewed at least every 12 months.
	
	

	A 2.3
	The policy statement must be made publicly available.
	
	

	A 2.4
	Controls must ensure compliance with this Scheme at all times.
	
	

	A 2.5
	The Participant must establish, implement and maintain an effective documented management system in accordance with the requirements of this Scheme.
	
	

	A 2.6
	The documented management system must be updated to comply with changes to legislation and other developments related to this Scheme, as they occur.
	
	

	A 2.7
	There must be a designated and competent person(s) responsible for the implementation of the requirements of this Scheme.
	
	

	A 2.8
	Management must provide adequate resources for the implementation and control of the systems and processes necessary to ensure compliance with the requirements of this Scheme.
	
	

	A 2.9
	The Management Team must review at least every 12 months, evidence from internal and external sources to demonstrate the performance of the business against the requirements of the documented management system and its continuing suitability and effectiveness in meeting the requirements of this Scheme.
	
	

	A 2.10
	The management review of the management system must include opportunities for improvement in implementing a comprehensive approach to sustainable commodities.
	
	

	A 3 Organisational Chart
	
	
	

	A 3.1
	There must be an organisational chart setting out job titles of those responsible within the Participant’s business for compliance with this Scheme.
	
	

	A 3.2
	The organisational chart must be kept up to date with any changes within the Participant’s business.
	
	

	A 4 Communication with the Certification Body
	
	

	A 4.1
	Participants and Applicants must inform and obtain approval from the Certification Body in writing for any changes to the operation that may materially affect compliance with this Scheme and/or the scope of certification.
	
	

	A 4.2
	Participants and Applicants must advise the Certification Body in writing of changes to business ownership or management contacts.
	
	

	A 4.3
	Participants and Applicants must notify the Certification Body within 3 working days where a Competent Authority takes Formal Action in relation to the activities within their scope of certification.
	
	

	Section B Documents and Records
	
	

	B 1 Documents
	
	
	

	B 1.1
	The Participant must establish and maintain documentation to implement the requirements of this Scheme.
	
	

	B 1.2
	Changes to documents must only be made by designated and competent personnel.
	
	

	B 1.3
	Changes to documents must be communicated to all relevant personnel.
	
	

	B 1.4
	The title and purpose of the documents must be clear.
	
	

	B 1.5
	Documents must be dated and only the current versions must be in use.
	
	

	B 2 Records
	
	
	

	B 2.1
	All records must be legible and indelible.
	
	

	B 2.2
	All records must demonstrate the actions taken, and when/ where they were completed.
	
	

	B 2.3
	The name of the person making any entry, alteration or deletion must be identifiable.
	
	

	B 2.4
	The nature of any change to a record must be clear, so that the original entry is still legible.
	
	

	B 2.5
	All relevant records must be retained for a period not less than five years.
	
	

	B 2.6
	Records must be kept in suitable conditions to prevent deterioration and be easily retrievable.
	
	

	B 2.7
	The Participant need not hold all records relating to the requirements of this Scheme, but they must be capable of accessing such records, if required to do so.
	
	

	B 3 Internal Audit
	
	
	

	B 3.1
	Participants must have a current plan for internal auditing, to ensure the documented management system is effective, implemented and up to date.
	
	

	B 3.2
	The internal audit(s) must be documented and effective, ensuring that all relevant activities are audited at least once every twelve months.
	
	

	B 3.3
	Findings from internal audits and any corrective actions must be recorded and completed in a timely manner to preserve compliance with this Scheme. The follow up must be effective and prevent recurrence.
	
	

	Section C Raw Materials/Feed Products and Raw Material/Feed Products Suppliers
	
	

	C 1 Supply Chain Mapping and Due Diligence Risk Assessment
	
	

	C 1.1
	The Participant must have mapped/ documented their supply chain for each commodity within the scope of their certification.
	
	

	C 1.2.1
	The Participant must have conducted a due diligence risk assessment on each of their supply chains to demonstrate that all raw materials/feed products within the scope of certification have been produced in alignment with EUDR requirements.
	
	

	C 1.2.2
	These due diligence risk assessment(s) must be reviewed on an annual basis and in the event of any circumstances relevant to the requirements of this Scheme.
	
	

	C 2 Raw Materials/Feed Products and Raw Material/Feed Product Suppliers
	
	

	C 2.1
	There must be a designated and competent person(s) responsible for the selection and approval of raw materials/feed products and raw material/feed product suppliers.
	
	

	C 2.2
	The Participant must have an effective system to approve all raw materials/feed products and raw material/feed product suppliers to ensure sustainability is not compromised.
	
	

	C 2.3
	There must be a documented risk assessment in relation to deforestation risk for each raw material/feed product and raw material/feed product supplier, carried out prior to use.
	
	

	C 3 Respect for Land Rights and Traditional Land Use
	
	

	C 3.1
	Raw materials/feed products must originate only from farms/ locations that have evidence confirming their right to use the land from which they operate.
	
	

	C 3.2
	Raw materials/ feed products must originate only from farms/ locations where, prior to any new acquisition or development of land that may affect Indigenous Peoples or Local Communities (IPLC), the free, prior and informed consent of the affected IPLC is secured.
	
	

	C 4 Land Use and Environmental Protection
	
	

	C 4.1
	Raw materials/feed products must not be sourced from farms/ locations/ plots of land where land has been legally or illegally deforested since 31st December 2020 or the date mentioned in national legislation, whichever is earlier.
	
	

	C 4.2
	All raw materials/feed products must originate only from farms/ locations/ plots of land
where areas assigned as legal reserves, conservation areas or subject to other legal
protection, have been preserved unharmed since 31st December 2020.
	
	

	C 4.3
	Where any legal requirements for preserved areas on supplying farms/locations/plots of land were contravened prior to 31st December 2020, any affected area must be subject to a programme of restoration to its former state.
	
	

	C 4.4
	Raw materials/feed products must be sourced only from farms/ locations/plots of land where any areas of natural vegetation around bodies of water (riparian vegetation and flood plains) are being maintained or restored.
	
	

	C 4.5
	Raw materials/feed products must be sourced only from farms/locations/plots of land where any areas of natural vegetation in locations sensitive to erosion (steep slopes and hills) are being maintained or restored.
	
	

	C 4.6
	Raw materials/feed products must be sourced only from farms/locations/plots of land where any wetlands are protected.
	
	

	C 4.7
	Raw materials/feed products must be sourced only from farms/locations/plots of land where any rare, threatened, or endangered wildlife species on the farm/ location are being protected.
	
	

	C 4.8
	Raw materials/feed products must be sourced only from farms/locations/plots of land where native vegetation is maintained and safeguarded to provide habitat for wildlife species.
	
	

	C 4.9
	There must be maps available showing the relevant areas where native vegetation is either being preserved or allowed to recover.
	
	

	C 5 Raw Material Supplier Approval
	
	

	C 5.1
	The specification and technical requirements of all raw materials must be documented and agreed with the supplier(s).
	
	

	C 5.2
	A list/ database of current approved raw materials and raw material suppliers must be maintained by the Participant and made available to all relevant personnel and sites. The list/database must include, where appropriate, details of each supplier’s relevant certification.
	
	

	C 5.3
	Where the risk assessment relies upon suppliers of raw materials being certified, there must be a system in place to verify the current certification status of the suppliers when entering and executing a contract or agreement.
	
	

	C 5.4
	If a supplier of raw materials who is assured against a scheme recognised by AIC has their certification suspended or withdrawn during the execution of a contract or agreement, the Participant must:
• Establish the reason for suspension or withdrawal with the supplier
• Take immediate steps to ensure that sustainability and feed safety compliance have not been compromised
• Review the risk assessment that approved the supplier
	
	

	Section D Merchanting of Raw Materials/Feed Products
	
	

	D 1 Approval of Products
	
	
	

	D 1.1
	There must be a designated and competent person(s) responsible for the selection and approval of raw materials/feed products within the scope of certification.
	
	

	D 1.2
	Approved suppliers of raw materials/feed products within the scope of certification must additionally be certificated in their own right against a Feed Safety Scheme recognised by AIC or be encompassed within the Participant’s own scope of certification to the ASCS.
	
	

	D 1.3
	The Participant must have an effective system to approve suppliers of raw materials/feed products within the scope of certification.
	
	

	D 1.4
	The approval system must ensure that suppliers of raw materials/feed products within the scope of certification meet the requirements of EUDR.
	
	

	D 1.5
	Where the Participant relies upon suppliers of raw materials/feed products being certified, the approval system must ensure that the products supplied are covered by the scope of the suppliers’ certification.
	
	

	D 1.6
	There must be a system in place to verify the current sustainability status of the suppliers when entering and executing a contract or agreement.
	
	

	D 1.7
	If a supplier of raw materials/feed products within the scope of certification who is certified to a scheme recognised by AIC has their certification suspended or withdrawn during the execution of a contract or agreement, the Participant must:
• Cease merchanting of the raw materials/feed products
• Establish the reason for suspension or withdrawal with the supplier
• Take immediate steps to ensure that neither sustainability nor feed safety compliance (where applicable) have been compromised
• Inform the Certification Body of the suspension/withdrawal and the outcome of the investigation
• Not restart merchanting of the raw materials/feed products until permission is received from the Certification Body and certification is reinstated
	
	

	Section E Suppliers of Contracted Services
	
	

	E 1 Selection and Approval of Suppliers of Contracted Services
	
	

	E 1.1
	There must be a designated and competent person(s) responsible for the selection and approval of suppliers of contracted services that may affect sustainability status.
	
	

	E 1.2
	Where services are provided by third parties, a documented risk assessment must be carried out, unless the third party is certified in their own right to this Scheme or a sustainability scheme recognised by AIC.
	
	

	E 1.3
	The Participant must have an effective system to approve suppliers of contracted services to ensure compliance with this Scheme is not compromised.
	
	

	E 1.4
	The approval system must ensure that non-certified contracted processors provide evidence of any necessary environmental approval from the relevant competent authority(ies).
	
	

	E 1.5
	All bulk stores contracted by the Participant for storage of bulk raw materials and/or feed products must be certificated to a storage scheme listed on the ‘Service Supplier schemes (including haulage and storage schemes) recognised by AIC’, other than as identified in clause E 1.6 below.
	
	

	E 1.6
	Where the Participant wishes to use a bulk store that is not currently certified to a storage scheme listed on the ‘Service Supplier schemes recognised by AIC’, the Participant must apply to the Certification Body and have the store added to their scope of certification.
	
	

	E 1.7
	The Participant must have a written agreement with all third-party providers of haulage, storage, processing and packing, identifying each party’s responsibilities in maintaining compliance with this Scheme.
	
	

	E 1.8
	The Participant must provide sufficient information to providers of transport and storage to ensure that compliance with this Scheme and traceability are maintained.
	
	

	E 2 Management of Bulk Rail or Water Transport
	
	

	E 2.1
	The Participant must have a written agreement(s) for all cargoes transported by water or rail, identifying each party’s responsibilities in maintaining compliance with this Scheme.
	
	

	E 2.2
	Where the Participant is responsible for chartering the vessel/ rail cars, there must be an effective system to ensure compliance with this Scheme is maintained.
	
	

	E 2.3
	Where the Participant loads and/ or discharges raw materials/feed products into/ from vessels/ rail cars, or contracts a third party to do so, there must be an effective system to ensure compliance with this Scheme is maintained.
	
	

	Section F Sales and Transmission of Relevant Information
	
	

	F 1 Sales Contracts/Agreements and Raw Material/Feed Product Specifications
	
	

	F 1.1
	Each raw material/feed product claimed as compliant with this Scheme must have a documented specification that is made available to purchasers and potential purchasers on request. The specification must include:
• precise identification of the raw materials/feed products supplied including any definition in relevant legislation
• country of origin (for processed products the country of origin of the raw materials from which the feed product is derived)
• country where the feed product was produced
• sustainability status
	
	

	F 1.2
	Specifications must be reviewed when any relevant changes take place.
	
	

	F 1.3
	There must be an agreement between the Participant and the purchaser. This may be provided as a documented contract or confirmation email.
	
	

	F 1.4
	Raw materials/feed products must be sold in accordance with agreed specifications.
	
	

	F 1.5
	Where required, geolocation information for production site(s) and/or due diligence statement(s) must be recorded.
	
	

	F 2 Labelling and Identification
	
	

	F 2.1
	Delivery documents must be clear and unambiguous.
	
	

	F 2.2
	All labelling information required by regulations must be included on documents accompanying bulk raw materials/feed products or on labels attached to product packaging.
	
	

	F 2.3
	All raw materials/feed products supplied as certified under the ASCS must show confirmation of the scheme ID number and module(s) to which they are certified, either on the package label or on accompanying delivery documents.
	
	

	Section G Operations - Intake, Storage, Processing and Despatch
	
	

	G 1 Intake
	
	
	

	G 1.1
	Operations must be planned, scheduled and controlled by a designated and competent person(s), to ensure sustainability status is maintained.
	
	

	G 1.2
	The quantity of each sustainable raw material and feed product must be recorded.
	
	

	G 1.3
	A designated and competent person(s) must be available to inspect, approve/ reject and supervise the unloading and intake of bulk and packaged raw materials/feed products.
	
	

	G 1.4
	Documentation accompanying any products at intake must be checked by a designated and competent person to ensure it is correct and matches the booked raw material/feed product intake.
	
	

	G 2 Storage & Processing
	
	
	

	G 2.1
	Raw materials, intermediate products and feed products within the scope of the ASCS must be clearly separated, identifiable and traceable.
	
	

	G 2.2
	Stock control measures must be documented and adequate to ensure that raw materials, intermediate products and feed products can be fully accounted for at all times.
	
	

	G 2.3
	Wherever relevant raw materials/feed products are mixed with products that cannot be demonstrated as being compliant with this module, or with products whose status is unknown, the resulting mixture must be considered non-compliant and must not be sold as certified under the ASCS Module 1 – alignment with EUDR from origin to the UK.
	
	

	G 2.4
	Systems must be in place to protect raw materials/feed products from contamination and to ensure that bins/ bays/ silos/ stores/ tanks are suitable for receiving the raw materials/feed products, to ensure certification status and traceability are maintained.
	
	

	G 2.5
	For bulk stores holding more than one raw material, intermediate product or feed product, bays, tanks and bins must be identified and there must be a storage plan.
	
	

	G 2.6
	When there is a change in the type of raw material or feed product to be stored in a bulk bin or container, there must be a system to ensure it is empty and cleaned as necessary prior to refilling, to avoid cross-contamination.
	
	

	G 2.7
	Where a raw material is fractioned at a crushing or processing plant to produce different derived products, the quantity of each derived feed product must be weighed or otherwise validated to ensure that the correct quantities of each derived product are claimed as certified.
	
	

	G 2.8
	Where raw material handling or process losses occur, these must be reflected accurately in the quantity of raw materials and/or feed products claimed as certified.
	
	

	G 3 Despatch of Bulk & Packaged Feed Produts
	
	

	G 3.1
	There must be systems in place to minimise the possibility of incorrect loading.
	
	

	G 3.2
	For outloading of raw materials/feed products to road vehicles, the individual identification and, where available, assurance of the vehicle/ trailer must be checked on the vehicle and recorded to maintain traceability.
	
	

	G 3.3
	Any documentation required by legislation or this Scheme to accompany the load, must be provided.
	
	

	G 3.4
	Controls must be in place to ensure that accurate and appropriate information is provided with each load.
	
	

	Section H Sustainability Incidents
	
	

	H 1 Sustainability Incidents
	
	

	H 1.1
	There must be a designated and competent person(s), with deputies, responsible for the management of incidents relating to sustainability.
	
	

	H 1.2
	There must be a sustainability incident management procedure (including withdrawal and recall) which is capable of being put into operation at any time.
	
	

	H 1.3
	The sustainability incident management procedure must include immediate notification to the Competent Authorities where required by legislation and/ or affected purchaser(s), to ensure raw material/feed product integrity is not compromised.
	
	

	H 1.4
	Where an incident requires the Participant to inform the Competent Authorities and/ or purchaser(s), the Certification Body must be notified within 3 working days.
	
	

	H 1.5
	The sustainability incident management procedure must include up-to-date contact details for the Competent Authorities, Certification Body and out of hours contact details for relevant personnel.
	
	

	H 1.6
	The Participant must notify the Certification Body within 3 working days where a sustainability investigation by a Competent Authority results in Formal Action.
	
	

	Section I Traceability & Chain of Custody
	
	

	I 1 Traceability
	
	
	

	I 1.1
	The Participant must have effective traceability for all activities within the scope of certification.
	
	

	I 2 Traceability Records
	
	
	

	I 2.1
	Purchase records must include details relevant to this Scheme and traceability
	
	

	I 2.2
	Records maintained by suppliers of contracted services must include details relevant to sustainability and traceability.
	
	

	I 2.3
	Intake records must include details relevant to sustainability and traceability.
	
	

	I 2.4
	Records of internal movements, processing and storage must include details relevant to sustainability and traceability.
	
	

	I 2.5
	Despatch records must include details relevant to sustainability and traceability.
	
	

	I 2.6
	Sales records must include details relevant to sustainability and traceability.
	
	

	I 2.7
	Transport records must include details relevant to sustainability and traceability.
	
	

	I 3 Traceability Exercise
	
	
	

	I 3.1
	A traceability exercise must be carried out at a frequency determined by risk assessment and at least every 12 months.
	
	

	I 4 Chain of Custody Models
	
	

	I 4.1
	The acceptable Chain of Custody models for raw materials and/or feed products certified under the AIC Sustainable Commodities Scheme are:
• Controlled Mass Balance
• Segregation
• Identity Preserved
	
	

	I 4.2
	Raw materials and feed products must additionally meet the requirements of the relevant AIC Standard or another feed safety scheme recognised by AIC and be compatible with the raw materials or feed products certified against this Standard.
	
	

	I 4.3
	Where raw materials/feed products are associated with a claim/ special status, all consignments being commingled must be compatible in terms of their claim/ special status.
	
	

	I 4.4
	If at any point raw materials/feed products with a claim/special status become accidentally or intentionally commingled with other products, the claim/special status will no longer be applicable.
	
	

	I 4.5
	If at any point raw materials or products identified for inclusion in the AIC Sustainable Commodities Scheme become accidentally or intentionally commingled with other products, the resultant product must be identified as having lost its ASCS Certification status.
	
	

	Comments:
	
	
	






image1.png
u g
AGRICULTURAL
/ INDUSTRIES
CONFEDERATION





image2.png
NG Sustainagy

’"madmes s.c“E




