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What’s the problem?



2 Billion more people
The world’s population is expected to rise 
from 7 to 9 billion by 2050…
and could reach 11 billion by 2100
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Diets are changing…
More meat and dairy products are being 
consumed
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This means that there is an increasing demand for…



land  energy  water  feed  …land, energy, water, feed, 
fertilisers, and other resources 
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A i lt  i  l  ti  f  Agriculture is also competing for resources
Urbanisation and industrialisation put more pressure on land
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There are also environmental threats 
which means we need to adapt towhich means we need to adapt to…



Environmental change
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Changes in water availability
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Less predictable weather patterns
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Less predictable weather patterns



We need to produce more food, 
with less land, and fewer resources

These challenges mean that new agricultural 
science and technology is needed  science and technology is needed… 



The Agri-Tech Strategy will make the UK a world 
leader in agricultural technologiesleader in agricultural technologies

We are funding projects that will 
find solutions for global challenges 
whilst benefiting the UK economywhilst benefiting the UK economy



Agri-tech Catalyst – Organisations across the UK 
funded

98 j t  f d d t  d t  98 projects funded to date 
all across UK (only lead 
partner shown on map)partner shown on map)

Projects worth £77 millionj
• £50 million funding 

from government
£27 illi  f di  • £27 million funding 
from industry

Round 5 still open (closes in 
January 2016)

• Apply on Innovate UK 
website



Agri-tech Catalyst – All business types funded



Agri-tech Catalyst – full spectrum of agriculture 
funded



New technology for precision application of 
nitrogeng



Analysing bacteria strains to reduce mastitis



Exploring crop variation to develop products that 
will benefit type-2 diabeticsyp



Protecting crops without spraying insecticides



Extending the shelf-life of fresh produce without 
fungicideg



New technology for intelligent control of fresh 
produce storagep g



Using RADAR data to deliver fertilizer when crops 
optimally need itp y



Agrimetrics – using ‘big data’ to benefit 
businesses and farmers

• Agrimetrics is the UK’s first, potentially the world’s first, big-data centre of 
excellence for the entire food system is now open.

• It will enable the use of data science and modelling to build a more productive  • It will enable the use of data science and modelling to build a more productive, 
sustainable and efficient food system.

• The information and opportunities available to the agri-food sector from the big-
data revolution are vast, but are currently being held back by data being held by 
multiple organisations, in different formats, and different levels of quality.

• Agrimetrics will develop a big-data science platform to unlock these opportunities • Agrimetrics will develop a big-data science platform to unlock these opportunities 
for the benefit of the UK economy and put the UK at the heart of a global data 
revolution in agriculture.



Agri-tech is already a significant part of the UK 
economy…y

in addressing …in addressing 
the global 
challenges there challenges there 
is an opportunity 
for this sector to for this sector to 
grow 
significantlysignificantly

Could your business capitalise on this growing 
market?



Please keep up to date with developments and 
new opportunitiespp

Twitter: @AgriTechGovTwitter: @AgriTechGov

Blog: https://agritech.blog.gov.uk/

Website: 
htt // k/ t/ ll ti / i lt lhttps://www.gov.uk/government/collections/agricultural
-technologies-agri-tech-strategy

Or search “agri-tech strategy collection” in Google

Newsletter: email agritechstrategy@bis.gsi.gov.uk to 
subscribe




