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AIC Sustainable Soya Progress Report – May 2025 
The AIC Soya Supply Group (ASSG) together with the AIC Sustainable Commodities Standard Working Group 
(ASCSWG) have been engaged in a number of initiatives relating to sustainable soya for several years and 
provide this report by way of an update on recent activity. 
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AIC Soya Supply Group Data Report - 2024 Import Data 

In line with commitments made to report import volumes, ASSG provide the following data for UK imports for the 
calendar year 2024. All data is expressed as tonnes (t) of soyabean meal equivalent volumes (calculated at 72.5% 
yield). 

1 AIC Soya Supply Group Data Report - 2024 Import Data  
2 Category Metric 

Tonnes 
(t) 

% of 
total 

Notes 

3         

4 Total soyabean meal equivalent imports 2,389,825 100   

5 Soyabean meal equivalent from any source 
meeting currently known EU Regulation on 
Deforestation-free Products (EUDR) 
requirements + conversion 

34,750 1.4% Note: physically verified DCF and 
expected to be EUDR aligned 

6 Soyabean meal equivalent from any source 
meeting currently known EUDR requirements 

458,700 19.2% Note: physically verified DF and 
expected to be EUDR aligned 

7 Balance of soyabean meal equivalents not 
meeting requirements in rows 5 and 6 

1,896,375 
  

8 Volumes of soyabean meal equivalent balance 
reported in row 7 from a lower risk source 

521,831 21.8% Note: verified DCF on account of 
low-risk origin (N. American and 
Europe) but not necessarily EUDR 
aligned 

9 Volumes of soyabean meal equivalent balance 
reported in row 7 from a higher risk source 

1,374,544   Soya from any other origin not 
included in row 8 

10 Volumes of soyabean meal equivalent balance 
reported in row 9 covered by a certification 
scheme that has been successfully benchmarked 
against the European Feed Manufacturers' 
Federation (FEFAC) Soya Sourcing Guidelines 
2023 via mass balance or area mass balance OR 
is traceable to the producer and audited by a 
recognised 3rd party certification/inspection 
company where the supplier has an existing 
soya policy for the country or region referring to 
a zero deforestation standard 

771,444 32.3% Expected to be UK Forest Risk 
Commodities Regulation (UKFRC) 
aligned (provided there is 
supporting assurance of legality to 
point of import to the UK) 

11 Soyabean meal imported compliant with 
Amazon Soya Moratorium (ASM) contracts and 
not included under row 10 

185,913 7.8%   

12 Balance of soyabean meal equivalents from any 
high or lower risk source (as reported in row 7) 
not covered by a certification scheme that has 
been successfully benchmarked against the 
FEFAC Soya Sourcing Guidelines 2023 OR is 
traceable to the producer and audited by a 
recognised 3rd party certification/inspection 
company where the supplier has an existing 
soya policy for the country or region referring to 
a zero deforestation standard 

417,587 17.5% Compliance status not yet 
established 
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AIC Soya Supply Group Data Report - 2024 Import Data - Origins 

Origin Volumes % 

Argentina 820,430 34.4 

Brazil 757,634 31.7 

Paraguay 287,578 12.0 

North America 494,775 20.7 

Other 29,408 1.2 

Total 2,389,825 100 

 

All data is expressed as tonnes of soyabean meal equivalent volumes (calculated at 72.5% yield). ASSG data reflects 
the volumes handled by ASSG members. The report does not include volumes handled by other feed material 
importers, which would include some speciality soyabean meal such as non-genetically modified (Non-GM) and 
organically certified. The report does not include imports of soya products used for human consumption. 

 

AIC Soya Supply Group Data Report - Commentary 

Soyabean meal import volumes were roughly in line with expectations but were approximately 11% ahead of 2023 
imports (2,150,063t). 

The volume of soyabean meal sourced from low-risk origins is consistent with the figure for 2023 (557,237t). 

The data suggests that 82.5% of UK imports of soyabean meal for use in animal feed could be regarded as being 
verifiably deforestation free. 

ASSG began collecting soya import data in 2019 – the proportion of soyabean meal imports which would be 
considered verifiably deforestation free (using the same methodology) for 2019 imports was 56.7% of total imports. 

Of the 417,587t (17.5%) of 2024 imports for which compliance status is not yet established, using the established risk 
weighting methodology developed by FEFAC in conjunction with Cámara de la Industria Aceitera de la República 
Argentina (CIARA) in Argentina, Associação Brasileira das Indústrias de Óleos Vegetais (ABIOVE) in Brazil and Cámara 
Paraguaya de Oleaginosas y Cereales (CAPRO) in Paraguay, it can be established that a very small proportion of this 
tonnage may be at risk of being associated with deforestation. 

 

AIC Soya Supply Group Data Report – Plans for 2025 

ASSG have committed to supplying data to AIC on a quarterly basis to help deliver greater transparency on the flow 
of volumes based on the reporting categories of the 2024 report. 

First quarter 2025 data is being collected, collated, and anonymised by AIC and will be available shortly. 

Disclaimer 

AIC and ASSG have exercised due and customary care in preparing this report. No warranty, express or implied, is 
made in relation to the contents of this report.  
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AIC Sustainable Commodities Scheme Standard Working Group Progress Report 

AIC Sustainable Commodities Scheme (ASCS) Update 

AIC are developing four modules within the Scheme: 

A standard designed for participants to demonstrate alignment with the EU Regulation on Deforestation-free 
Products (EUDR) from origin to UK. 

A standard designed for operators within the UK handling material deemed to be aligned with the EU Regulation on 
Deforestation-free Products (EUDR) 

A standard designed for participants to demonstrate alignment with the EU Regulation on Deforestation-free 
Products (EUDR) with an add-on module ‘plus conversion-free 

A standard designed for participants to demonstrate alignment with the UK Forest Risk Commodities Regulation 
(UKFRC). 

A list of certified Participants, the products within their scope, and the modules against which they have been 
certified will be made publicly available via the AIC website. 

It is a prerequisite of ASCS that all raw materials/feeds are also certified under a feed safety Scheme that is either 
managed by AIC or recognised as equivalent by AIC.  

 

Follow-up Consultation on the EUDR Aligned Standard 

A follow up consultation of Members and the wider industry on AIC's Sustainable Commodities Scheme (ASCS) is 
launched. 

The new Scheme has been developed to help members fulfil their due diligence requirements for the EU Regulation 
on Deforestation-free Products (EUDR). 

The ASCS Module 1 - alignment with EUDR from Origin to the UK and Module 2 - for Operators within the UK 
standards and associated guidance are contained within the consultation pack (see below) and AIC invite you to 
review the documents and complete the associated response form. 

Please find links to view and download the consultation pack below. This information can also be found on the Feed 
Sector pages of the AIC website shortly. 

 

About ASCS 

AIC's Sustainable Commodities Scheme (ASCS) is a new voluntary scheme developed, owned and implemented by 
the Agricultural Industries Confederation (AIC). 

The ASCS has been designed with industry input in response to market demands throughout the supply chain. 

Once certified, Participants will be able to verify or make claims about their supply chains to their customers and 
stakeholders and align with legal requirements in this area. 

Certification to the ASCS should help Participants meet the requirements of sustainability criteria set in this area in a 
cost-effective and pragmatic manner. 

The Scheme will offer a series of modules against which Participants will be independently certified to confirm that 
the sourcing of raw materials and products meets key sustainability goals. 

The first modules to be released by the ASCS certify that where raw materials and products are sourced from 
geographies where forests are at risk, this activity does not result in deforestation or the conversion to agricultural 
use of land with ecological value, or both. 

https://www.agindustries.org.uk/resource/uk-forest-risk-commodity-regulation-ukfrc-and-eu-deforestation-regulation-eudr-frequently-asked-questions.html
https://www.agindustries.org.uk/resource/uk-forest-risk-commodity-regulation-ukfrc-and-eu-deforestation-regulation-eudr-frequently-asked-questions.html
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.agindustries.org.uk_e_t_c_3009BBCC-2DCEEB-2D467D-2DB4BEEAD5702C24F3_-3Flink-3D1D93EB79-2DBB92-2D4353-2D9056917A41EC09A9&d=DwMCaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=MGx3wpPdMC3xsnO7EEhwx6hlNpGHEVDpaQ0L8jDaRs-JROG7_GOfzHYZS75Fye4C&m=WOubXkc-ahlgAkcY7Lj54jsuVQIXYl7WljCEuivfWFpQKNckZJMiEx8u9_UQqHse&s=Q50tuLGpIcy808mAZ29wnR7fDDoF2HWB74SW0GYE1qY&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.agindustries.org.uk_e_t_c_3009BBCC-2DCEEB-2D467D-2DB4BEEAD5702C24F3_-3Flink-3D1D93EB79-2DBB92-2D4353-2D9056917A41EC09A9&d=DwMCaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=MGx3wpPdMC3xsnO7EEhwx6hlNpGHEVDpaQ0L8jDaRs-JROG7_GOfzHYZS75Fye4C&m=WOubXkc-ahlgAkcY7Lj54jsuVQIXYl7WljCEuivfWFpQKNckZJMiEx8u9_UQqHse&s=Q50tuLGpIcy808mAZ29wnR7fDDoF2HWB74SW0GYE1qY&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.agindustries.org.uk_e_t_c_3009BBCC-2DCEEB-2D467D-2DB4BEEAD5702C24F3_-3Flink-3D5B6547E3-2D384C-2D4A50-2D83517C266089B3D2&d=DwMCaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=MGx3wpPdMC3xsnO7EEhwx6hlNpGHEVDpaQ0L8jDaRs-JROG7_GOfzHYZS75Fye4C&m=WOubXkc-ahlgAkcY7Lj54jsuVQIXYl7WljCEuivfWFpQKNckZJMiEx8u9_UQqHse&s=oIBgP2sBQ_JTtP5cnJTEC8H0xsqd6S_cnFpAFxLOd4U&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.agindustries.org.uk_e_t_c_3009BBCC-2DCEEB-2D467D-2DB4BEEAD5702C24F3_-3Flink-3D5B6547E3-2D384C-2D4A50-2D83517C266089B3D2&d=DwMCaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=MGx3wpPdMC3xsnO7EEhwx6hlNpGHEVDpaQ0L8jDaRs-JROG7_GOfzHYZS75Fye4C&m=WOubXkc-ahlgAkcY7Lj54jsuVQIXYl7WljCEuivfWFpQKNckZJMiEx8u9_UQqHse&s=oIBgP2sBQ_JTtP5cnJTEC8H0xsqd6S_cnFpAFxLOd4U&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.agindustries.org.uk_e_t_c_3009BBCC-2DCEEB-2D467D-2DB4BEEAD5702C24F3_-3Flink-3D3D58114C-2DC40C-2D404B-2D827B2A5677C5CADD&d=DwMCaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=MGx3wpPdMC3xsnO7EEhwx6hlNpGHEVDpaQ0L8jDaRs-JROG7_GOfzHYZS75Fye4C&m=WOubXkc-ahlgAkcY7Lj54jsuVQIXYl7WljCEuivfWFpQKNckZJMiEx8u9_UQqHse&s=1KwGRtnbCKPPdA29I4adsJiEKziig1LTH3eiqbDZfbw&e=
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AIC is currently developing two modules within the Scheme to address these concerns: 

A standard designed for Participants to demonstrate alignment with the EU Regulation on Deforestation-free 
Products (EUDR) from origin to UK. 

A standard designed for Participants to demonstrate that they operate a deforestation free chain of custody for the 
in-scope commodities used within the UK feed industry. 

A list of certified Participants, the products within their scope and the modules against which they have been 
certified will be made publicly available via the AIC website. 

 

Consultation pack and response deadline 

The follow up consultation on these draft standards and guidance documents will run until 17.00 on 6 June 2025. 

The consultation pack consists of the following (click to view and download): 

AIC Sustainable Commodities Scheme (ASCS) Overview 

Draft AIC Sustainable Commodities Scheme – Module 1 alignment with EUDR from origin to UK 

Draft AIC Sustainable Commodities Scheme Guidance– Module 1 Chain of Custody and Legality of Production 

Draft AIC Sustainable Commodities Scheme – Module 2 for operators within the UK 

Draft AIC Sustainable Commodities Scheme Guidance– Module 2 Chain of Custody within the UK 

Module 1 Consultation Response Form which to insert comments and suggestions 

Module 2 Consultation Response Form which to insert comments and suggestions 

All responses should be sent by email to Sue Whittington (sue.whittington@agindustries.org.uk) by the closing 
date. 

Development of a Standard Designed for Participants to Demonstrate Alignment 
with the EU Regulation on Deforestation-free Products (EUDR) with an Add-on 
Module ‘Plus Conversion-free’ 

As previously stated, AIC will convene the AIC Sustainable Commodity Scheme Standard Working Group to review 
the development of an EUDR aligned + conversion free standard. This work will commence in Q3 2025 with the 
preparation of a draft standard. Once complete, as with other standards under the ASCS scheme, the draft will be 
put out for public consultation. 

It is important to reiterate that the development and implementation of a standard does not constitute a supply 
signal. The availability of material which would meet the EUDR aligned + conversion free standard is entirely a 
function of supply matching demand backed by realistic expectation of the terms under which material aligned with 
the standard might be supplied. 

  

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.agindustries.org.uk_e_t_c_3009BBCC-2DCEEB-2D467D-2DB4BEEAD5702C24F3_-3Flink-3D1D93EB79-2DBB92-2D4353-2D9056917A41EC09A9&d=DwMCaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=MGx3wpPdMC3xsnO7EEhwx6hlNpGHEVDpaQ0L8jDaRs-JROG7_GOfzHYZS75Fye4C&m=WOubXkc-ahlgAkcY7Lj54jsuVQIXYl7WljCEuivfWFpQKNckZJMiEx8u9_UQqHse&s=Q50tuLGpIcy808mAZ29wnR7fDDoF2HWB74SW0GYE1qY&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.agindustries.org.uk_e_t_c_3009BBCC-2DCEEB-2D467D-2DB4BEEAD5702C24F3_-3Flink-3D1D93EB79-2DBB92-2D4353-2D9056917A41EC09A9&d=DwMCaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=MGx3wpPdMC3xsnO7EEhwx6hlNpGHEVDpaQ0L8jDaRs-JROG7_GOfzHYZS75Fye4C&m=WOubXkc-ahlgAkcY7Lj54jsuVQIXYl7WljCEuivfWFpQKNckZJMiEx8u9_UQqHse&s=Q50tuLGpIcy808mAZ29wnR7fDDoF2HWB74SW0GYE1qY&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.agindustries.org.uk_e_t_c_3009BBCC-2DCEEB-2D467D-2DB4BEEAD5702C24F3_-3Flink-3DA982467A-2D00D1-2D4B07-2DA84389D10877D746&d=DwMCaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=MGx3wpPdMC3xsnO7EEhwx6hlNpGHEVDpaQ0L8jDaRs-JROG7_GOfzHYZS75Fye4C&m=WOubXkc-ahlgAkcY7Lj54jsuVQIXYl7WljCEuivfWFpQKNckZJMiEx8u9_UQqHse&s=5i2JZUjidmzLMiKEOeTMK0EhWLwCSTVsk6MBHdA6cNs&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.agindustries.org.uk_e_t_c_3009BBCC-2DCEEB-2D467D-2DB4BEEAD5702C24F3_-3Flink-3DDA9F82E4-2D1150-2D4D4B-2D9380105A7EFC0A77&d=DwMCaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=MGx3wpPdMC3xsnO7EEhwx6hlNpGHEVDpaQ0L8jDaRs-JROG7_GOfzHYZS75Fye4C&m=WOubXkc-ahlgAkcY7Lj54jsuVQIXYl7WljCEuivfWFpQKNckZJMiEx8u9_UQqHse&s=zD58nLI7lJIf87a36m3mssleRaCyCFHx-2N9vErTf4M&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.agindustries.org.uk_e_t_c_3009BBCC-2DCEEB-2D467D-2DB4BEEAD5702C24F3_-3Flink-3DD5353A81-2D2BC4-2D48C8-2D980BBAFC7F2DCC3F&d=DwMCaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=MGx3wpPdMC3xsnO7EEhwx6hlNpGHEVDpaQ0L8jDaRs-JROG7_GOfzHYZS75Fye4C&m=WOubXkc-ahlgAkcY7Lj54jsuVQIXYl7WljCEuivfWFpQKNckZJMiEx8u9_UQqHse&s=b8wU8atn_ZYRfq0Ysrs1ox-GyKzXIWf83Dj35dP1RGc&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.agindustries.org.uk_e_t_c_3009BBCC-2DCEEB-2D467D-2DB4BEEAD5702C24F3_-3Flink-3DCA46A0A2-2D8E74-2D4AD8-2D904DB4729D36C2FB&d=DwMCaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=MGx3wpPdMC3xsnO7EEhwx6hlNpGHEVDpaQ0L8jDaRs-JROG7_GOfzHYZS75Fye4C&m=WOubXkc-ahlgAkcY7Lj54jsuVQIXYl7WljCEuivfWFpQKNckZJMiEx8u9_UQqHse&s=ULXqB0mMqIv47niThAQpv_7GSIXgsCWkux-WJNrjuD0&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.agindustries.org.uk_e_t_c_3009BBCC-2DCEEB-2D467D-2DB4BEEAD5702C24F3_-3Flink-3D5CAB5B36-2D6741-2D403B-2D8E60ECAF0F3B27A3&d=DwMCaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=MGx3wpPdMC3xsnO7EEhwx6hlNpGHEVDpaQ0L8jDaRs-JROG7_GOfzHYZS75Fye4C&m=WOubXkc-ahlgAkcY7Lj54jsuVQIXYl7WljCEuivfWFpQKNckZJMiEx8u9_UQqHse&s=pmA-XdMfge-Tqh4NpOmqtMcBlQxzvVCWLRaBVwunAo8&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.agindustries.org.uk_e_t_c_3009BBCC-2DCEEB-2D467D-2DB4BEEAD5702C24F3_-3Flink-3D0B56F2D2-2DE893-2D4951-2D83A3905518BACEB0&d=DwMCaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=MGx3wpPdMC3xsnO7EEhwx6hlNpGHEVDpaQ0L8jDaRs-JROG7_GOfzHYZS75Fye4C&m=WOubXkc-ahlgAkcY7Lj54jsuVQIXYl7WljCEuivfWFpQKNckZJMiEx8u9_UQqHse&s=OBewUqf5Ra8-ptFdgmlL7IxOWThIuwSXmP4E0iAABoA&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.agindustries.org.uk_e_t_c_3009BBCC-2DCEEB-2D467D-2DB4BEEAD5702C24F3_-3Flink-3DE93D01F1-2DA705-2D467E-2DBCA1EAC77A17D319&d=DwMCaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=MGx3wpPdMC3xsnO7EEhwx6hlNpGHEVDpaQ0L8jDaRs-JROG7_GOfzHYZS75Fye4C&m=WOubXkc-ahlgAkcY7Lj54jsuVQIXYl7WljCEuivfWFpQKNckZJMiEx8u9_UQqHse&s=SmqaiPYjl25D0G9pvBGlJMVCo5Rvhs7SY2AuUkZ5HM4&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.agindustries.org.uk_e_t_c_3009BBCC-2DCEEB-2D467D-2DB4BEEAD5702C24F3_-3Flink-3DF63AA34D-2D6031-2D4181-2D8EE8F42FBBA42F6A&d=DwMCaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=MGx3wpPdMC3xsnO7EEhwx6hlNpGHEVDpaQ0L8jDaRs-JROG7_GOfzHYZS75Fye4C&m=WOubXkc-ahlgAkcY7Lj54jsuVQIXYl7WljCEuivfWFpQKNckZJMiEx8u9_UQqHse&s=HwoFj5dpiKmy9mFSbp66K6R0eoLiqLcNCzBw9sWi3NU&e=
mailto:sue.whittington@agindustries.org.uk
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Future Plans 

AIC Soya Supply Group (ASSG) and AIC Sustainable Commodities Standard Working Group (ASCSWG) will continue to 
engage with supply chain partners on these issues. Active engagement with the following (non-exhaustive) list of 
stakeholders will continue: 

UK Sustainable Commodities Initiative 

UK Soya Manifesto group 

UK Soya Manifesto (Monitoring, Reporting, and Verification) MRV group and BSI standard  

Environmental Finance and Economics Consultancy Associates (EFECA) and Retail Soy Group (RSG) 

Individual retailers 

Producer group meetings National Farmers Union, National Farmers Union Wales, Farming Union Wales, National 
Farmers Union Scotland, Ulster Farmers Union, National Pig Association, British Egg Industry Council, British Poultry 
Council, etc) 

Processor group meetings (British Meat Processors Association, Dairy UK, etc) 

Regular speaking slots at conferences, workshops, etc 

ASSG will maintain a programme of regular face-to-face meetings with UK Soya Manifesto representatives to provide 
updates on progress and to discuss how best to overcome barriers to progress. 

 

 

AIC Contacts

 
 

 

Sue Whittington 
Technical Manager 
sue.whittington@agindustries.org.uk 

James McCulloch 
Head of Animal Feed 
james.mcculloch@agindustries.org.uk 

mailto:sue.whittington@agindustries.org.uk
mailto:james.mcculloch@agindustries.org.uk
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