
Over the next 40 years, the global food system 
will have to feed more people with less impact. 
This will mean providing a higher quality diet 
whilst dealing with greater competition for 
land, water and energy and the economic and 
political pressures of globalisation as the climate 
changes. Our farmers and growers will need 
to adapt to the changing conditions alongside 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions. Greenhouse 
gases are an inevitable consequence of food 
production, and the challenge of reducing them 
whilst increasing food production is huge. 

Commitment
The Greenhouse Gas Action Plan (GHGAP) sets out how the 
agriculture industry in England is responding to this challenge. It 
shows our commitment to playing our part in tackling climate change 
by reducing our greenhouse gas emissions by three million tonnes 
of CO2 equivalent per year from 2018-2022. The GHGAP is one of 
a range of initiatives that are already helping farming produce more 
whilst impacting less. 



What are we going to do?
We aim to meet this challenge without compromising 
domestic production. It’s too simple a solution to 
produce less and import more. This just “exports” our 
emissions to other parts of the world. So our Action 
Plan focuses on how farmers, across all sectors and 
farming systems, can become more efficient to help 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and make cost 
savings per unit of production. 

Agriculture can also make a big contribution to 
mitigating climate change by storing carbon in soils and 
vegetation and by generating renewable energy. We are 
determined to show that farming is part of the solution. 

How are we going to do this?
We’re going to make the most of what’s already in 
place and what new science tells us, so that we get 
better at what we do. We’re going to use trusted routes 
of influence to help farmers and land managers carry 
out the GHGAP’s priority actions - by improving their 
use of energy and nutrients, their management of crops 
and livestock and reducing their own carbon footprint.

This is an unprecedented partnership of sixteen 
organisations (and the number is likely to grow) 
representing the breadth of the agricultural industry in 
England. We’re going to focus on how we can work 
better together, with Government and with the food 
supply chain. We will regularly report on progress so 
that farmers and land managers can be confident that 
their changes in farm practice are leading to lower 
emissions. 

What can you do?
If you want to be involved or want to let us know  
what action you are taking, get in touch with Ceris 
(ceris.jones@nfu.org.uk) or Jane (jane.salter@
agindustries.org.uk). To read the plan go to http://www.
nfuonline.com/ghgap. The plan will also be available on 
other GHGAP organisations’ websites. 
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