
 

Can sustainability provide 

a European and business 

advantage?  

Ruud Tijssens 
FEFAC President 
Director Corporate Affairs, Agrifirm  



 

 

 

  
Animal feeding in a challenging 

environment: 

Can sustainability provide an 

European and business 

advantage? 

 
 

Ruud Tijssens - President of FEFAC 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Agribusiness 2014 

November 12th, 2014 



FEFAC in a nutshell 

• Created in 1959 – 50th Anniversary in 2009 

• Represents industrial compound feed and premixtures manufacturers 

• 29 Members: 

– 23 Member Associations from 22 EU Member States  

– 2 Observer Members (Serbia, Russia) 

– 5 Associate Members (Switzerland, Norway, Turkey, EMFEMA, EFFPA) 

• 154 mio. t of industrial compound feed in EU-28 in 2013 

• 7 Technical Committees to assist the FEFAC Council 

– Animal Nutrition 

– Industrial Compound Feed Production 

– Premix & Mineral Feed 

– Feed Safety Management (former EFMC) 

– Fish Feed 

– Milk Replacers 

– Sustainability 
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AIC-members  
Have a valuable 
contribution 



FEFAC Membership 2014 
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Industrial compound feed production per 

country  

153.8 mio. t in 2013 in the EU-28 

Source: FEFAC 
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Some current topics 

“Jobs & Growth” :  

• key priority of  new EU Commission: EU food chain 

policy recommendations how to foster innovation in 

the EU ‘s largest economic cluster ( 30 Mio jobs, 3,5% 

of total gross value added) 

 

Market access :  

• FEFAC jointly with COCERAL&FEDIOL  is lobbying for 

timely GM import approvals (soy& maize)  in the face 

of the “de –facto” EU moratorium ( no new EU 

approvals for more than a year) 
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Some current topics 

Public Health & Animal Health (AMR) :  

• FEFAC supporting new Commission proposal to keep 

medicated feed as a safe distribution channel for 

treatment of sick animals under veterinary prescription  

• FEFAC public campaign highlighting Animal Nutrition 

as “solution” to reduce need for antibiotics in livestock 

farming 

Feed safety :  

• implementation of FEFAC vision on feed safety 

management to stay “ahead of the curve”  

• FEFAC calling for risk-based monitoring by suppliers 

(Mycotoxins, Dioxins),  
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Some current  EU topics 

Feed labelling  :  

• final adoption of EU code on good 

labelling practice for compound feed 

including section on claims to ensure 

level playing field 
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All climate change indicators 

show the same pattern … 
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And scarcity of landuse is 

also on the agenda … 
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The Agricultural business: 

unprecedented growthpotential 
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But, in Europe growth 

expectations are limited 
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2013-2022 EU-27 

(%) 

World 

(%) 

Beef & veal +2,57 +13,86 

Pigmeat +3,52 +13,30 

Poultry meat +1,34 +18,70 

Sheepmeat -13,13 +11,90 

Milk +3,09 +17,43 
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Key trend: Agricultural activities in 

densely populated area’s 

13 

Range around major cities: 

- appr. 100 km 
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Agricultural activities in 

densely poputaled area’s 
And the list of subjects is 

endless: 

• Animal welfare 

• Genetic modification 

• Pesticides 

• Methane emission 

• Responsible raw 

materials 

• Closing mineral cycles 

• Smell emission 

• Natural behavior 

 

 

• ESBL 

• Child labor 

• Illegal deforestation 

• Antibiotics 

• Ammonia emission 

• Husbandry systems 

• Transport movements 

• Castration 

• Slaughter techniques 

• Green house gas 

emission 
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These subjects are fueled by 

NGO’s 
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Also in the UK 



Underlying: unease with 

modern livestock production 
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Summary so far … 

1. Further increase of production 

2. Take into account: 

– environmental impact and scarcity of raw 

materials 

– societal acceptance, with specific attention 

for public health 
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So, where to go? 
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Three key subjects 

will guide us … 
1. Innovation 

2. Securing supply chains 

3. Culture (ethics) 
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Innovation (1) 

Focus on efficient feeding 
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Innovation (2) 

Focus on efficient feeding 



Innovation (3) 

Focus on efficient feeding 

Prot. 

Fat 
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Innovation (4) 

Focus on healthy animals 
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Innovation (5) 

Focus on sensor technology 

Dairy cows 
Weight 

Milk yield 

Rumen pH 

Rumen temperature 

Eating time 

Rumination activity 

Concentrate feeding (fed) 

Concentrate feeding 
(residual) 

November 12th, 2014 Agribusiness 2014 25 



Increased efficiency & health 

reduces environmental footprint 

November 12th, 2014 Agribusiness 2014 26 



Societal acceptance will lead 

to new production chains … 

27 

New sustainable chicken: 
- 25% Dutch market 
- Slow growth 
- Low in antibiotics 
- Responsible Soya 
- Long term: increase  

European raw materials 
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Societal acceptance will lead 

to new production chains … 
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Securing Supply Chains 

• Three main drivers: 

– Responsible raw material production 

– European protein production 

– Raw material sourcing in the global context 
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Securing Supply Chains 

Feed legislation 
GM policy 
Responsible materials 

International Feed Industry Federation 
Global Harmonisation 

Sourcing Guidelines 
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Securing Supply Chains: 

Responsible soy production 
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As FEFAC we realize the movement 

in the markets 
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Consumer 
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Securing Supply Chains: 

Responsible soy production 
• Sourcing Guidelines 

• System for benchmarking 

– International Trade Center 

• Verification based on region based risk 

analysis 
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Underlying: unease with 

modern livestock production 
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Ethics is on the agenda 

• Courage to ask the question: 

– Is this explainable? 

November 12th, 2014 Agribusiness 2014 35 



Finalizing 

• Exciting times 

• Focus on: 

– Innovation 

– Securing supply chains 

– Courage to ask questions 

November 12th, 2014 Agribusiness 2014 36 



Thank you for your attention 




