Table 1 Areas of main crops and managed grass in the UK ('000 ha)

1year% Syear% crop area
Growing season: 1998/99 1999/00 2000/01 2001/02 change  change as % of total
S-yrs ago 2002-03  1999-03 2002/03
Wheat 1847 2086 1635 1996 -8.0 -0.5 16.0
Barley 1179 1128 1245 1101 -2.1 - 8.6 9.4
Total cereals 3141 3348 3014 3245 -5.7 -2.6 26.7
Potatoes 178 166 165 158 -8.2 -18.5 1.3
Sugar beet 183 173 177 169 -4.1 -11.5 1.4
Oilseeds 627 404 435 369 + 33.3 -21.5 4.3
Peas/beans (dry) 202 208 276 249 -5.6 +16.3 2.1
Other crops (excl. grass) 377 367 388 382 + 0.5 +1.9 3.4
Industrial crops on setaside 120 72 48 76 +10.5 - 30.0 0.7
Grass, < 5 yrs old 1226 1226 1205 1243 -34 -2.0 10.5
Grass, 5 yrs old+ 5449 5364 5584 5519 + 3.0 +4.3 49.7
Total UK area* 11503 11328 11292 11410 + 0.3 -0.5 100.0
Setaside (total) 572 567 800 612 +11.3 + 191

J iding
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manures could' be required. The relative areas show ";z grass
pccupies about 60°% of this area, and cereals about 27%.




Figure 1: Changes in the rates of the major fertiliser nutrients
applied to crops in England & Wales, shown as the overall rate of
application to all crops and grass in kg/ha of nitrogen, phosphate
and potash. The recent decline, particularly in the application
rate of N, is mainly due to reduced rates being used on grassland.

160 Source: British Survey of Fertiliser Practice
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Overall rates of fertiliser usage, Great Britain

kg/ha
1998/99 1999/00 2000/01 2001/02 2002/03

/:\\¢=1s1[z] Total Nitrogen
Compound N
Straight N 122 131 117 129 126
Total Phosphate 48 46 43 44 41
Total Potash 59 55 53 57 57
Total Nitrogen 115 100 94 92 83
Compound N 60 56 55 57 53
Straight N 55 44 39 35 30
Total Phosphate 22 20 18 17 18
Total Potash 29 26 24 23 22
\z101 -2  Total Nitrogen 127 124 114 118 111
Grass Compound N 42 38 41 42 40
Straight N 85 86 73 76 71
Total Phosphate 33 31 29 30 28
Total Potash
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llustration of the significant increase in 1999 In the

area In Britain (mainly combinable crops) which

phosphate or potash, compared with lesser

area not receiving nitrogen. If manures are not

18% of arable land received manures in 2003
an~~JppJJr';J tion of P and K reduces soll fertility.

Source: British Survey of Fetrtiliser Practice
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Emissions of sulphur to the atmosphere in the
UK reducing from 1558 to 501 kt S between
1993 and 2002
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UK consumption of fertiliser nutrients
(000 tonnes)

1 year % | 10 year %

Growing season:  1992/93 mmE:llI0L) 2000/01 2002/03 FREnlels change
10 yrs ago 2002-03 | 1993-03

Nitrogen (N) 1219 1284 1162

Phosphate (P,0s) 360

Potash (K,0) 430

Total Plant Food 2009

Table 3: This table shows t tot guantities of nitrogen,
phosphate and potash used as fert Jfﬁ—ivﬂfjﬁ recent years.
These figures vary according to t total area JrﬂrJgJ-a31N4H as
to the application rates, and ar | tly affected by annual
changes In the area required t t }LLNQVQFTEGQH be
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